COVENTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


annual  Report  of  the  Lanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 

ending  December  31st,  1925. 


Lr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
Annual  Report  of  Inspections  anu  other  work  appertaining 
to  my  office  of  sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  year  ending"* 
December  31st,  1925,  and  in  doing  so,  I  am  pleased  to 
again  note  the  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  as  regards 
Lanitary  matters  in  the  whole  of  the-  District. 

The  postponed  Lections  of  the  Uilk  and 
Dairies  Act,  1922,  came  into  force  on  September  1st  last, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  whole  of  the  Dairies, 
Lille  Chops,  and  Cow  Lheds  under  my  jurisdiction  are  in  a 
very  satisfactory  state  indeed. 

much  work  has  been  carried  out  in  Holy 
Trinity  Without  in  connection  with  the  Drainage  and  other 
Lanitary  matters,  and  although  not  yet  perfect,  great 
improvements  have  been  effected  in  these  and  other  items 
of  sanitation. 

factories  and  Workshops  visited  have 
all  been  found  satisfactory  in  respect  of  Lanitary  matters, 
and  the  general  provision  of  Destructors  has  done  away 
with  the  nuisance  of  Rubbish  accumulation. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Inspections 
made  during  the  year:- 


I  mr  i  e  cti  on  s 

I  nf  o  r  mal  „not  i  c  e  Hu  is  an  ce 

abate_d 

Allotments 

6 

satisfactory 

Ash  Pits  and  Privies 

15 

4  4 

Cow  Lheds 

25 

Latisfactory 

Dairies  and  Uilk  Chops 

24 

Latisfactory 

House  Drainage 

60 

Latisfactory 

Lavatories  and  w.C’s- 

30 

Latisfactory 

structural  Defects 

6 

6  6 

Bungalows  and  Caravans 

36 

Latisfactory 

Pig styes 

34 

Latisfactory 

Deposits  of  Rubbish 

4 

4  4 

fowl  and  Pigeon  Pens 

40 

Latisfactory 

Factories  and  "Workshops 

12 

Latisfactory 

Lone 

of  the 

above  call  for  special 

comment,  all  complaints 

of  defects  being  promptly 

remedied  and  put  in  satisfactory  order 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Lervant, 


(signed;  C.  G.  Parrott, 

Lanitary  Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Meport 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Coventry  for" the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


Population,  etc . 

The  area  of  the  combined  parishes  of  or. 
Michael’s  Without  and  Holy  Trinity  Without  is  1839  acres, 
and  the  Registrar  G-eneral’s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  1985  is  6459,  being  an  inciease  of  278  over  the 
figures  for  last  year,  and  an  increase  of  1323  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  census  figures  for  1981. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  District  are 
Urban  rather  than  Rural,  being  intimately  associated  with 
the  City  of  Coventry,  and  practically  all  the  working 
population  find  employment  in  the  factories  of  Coventry 
and  District. 


The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1848, 
and  the  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  1256. 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  whole  District  is 
<255 , 461 .  1C.  0,  and  the  sum  of  2132.  12.  4  represents  a 
Penny  Rate. 


mpp  r  ox  i  rna  t  e  1  y 
of  Holy  Trinity  Without 
Michael  Without. 


3931  persons  reside  in 
and  2588  in  the  parish 


the  par i sh 
of  ;,t . 


Dir ths . 

( Dir th  Rate :  25-7  per  1000  Populati on . ) 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
area  during  1925  was  166,  -  Males  91.  females  75. 

Tills  is  a  decrease  of  26  as  compared  with  192  4. 

Only  two  illegitimate  births  were  registered, 
these  occurring  in  Holy  Trinity  WiUiout . 

The  average  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  for 
Lngland  and  Wales  is  18*3,  so  that  the  Coventry  Rural 
District  figure  of  25*7  is  still  well  above  the  average . 


138  Births  were  notified  to  me  by  Llidwives  and 
others,  besides  1  Otill-Dirth.  There  a.re  24  Midwives 
practising  .in  the  District. 


Deaths . 


j Death  Mate:  10^06  per  1000  Population. ) 


The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the 
area  was  65:- 

Males.  females. 


123 


%‘j 


39. 

more  than  the  year  1924. 


4 ^ i s  '-••14  per  1000  i  opulation  loss  than  the  live rage 
for  Jngland  and  Vales,  which  is  12.2. 

1’he  following  is  a  summary  of  the  causes  of  Death: - 
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.disease  Dtc . 

Influenza  . . • 

Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  2y  stern 

(This  is  5  more  deaths  than  recorded  during  1 
Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer  etc. 
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cancer  eic.  ±  ;j 

(This  is  5  females  less  than  recorded  during  1924.) 
Heart  Disease  ...  3  i  a 
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Bronchitis  •  •  •  ... 

1  n  e  urn  on  i  a .  ( .11 1  f  o  mo ) 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 
ulcer  of  Stomach  of 
Duodenum  ...  ... 

Appendicitis 
Congenital  debility  and 
Premature  Birth 
•uuicide  ...  ... 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  1 
Other  Diseases  ...  8 

Jo  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pepsi s  are  recorded. 


4 
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The  Death  Rate  for  1924  was  10.05  per  1000 
Population,  and  8.45  for  1925. 


Infant  mortality. 

(Infant  mortality  Kate  per  1000  Births  is  102.4) 


During  1925,  17  Infants 
District  -  one  being  illegitimate 
of  2  on  1924. 


under  1  year  died  in  the 
This  is  a  reduction 


Infectious  Diseases . 

There  were  151  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease  received  during  the  year  1925  -•  21  more  than  1924. 
In  1925  the  number  was  65,  and  in  1922  51. 


The  conditions  notified  were  as  follows 

(l)  Tuberculosis.  Hal e s .  Pemales . 

(a)  Pulmonary.  ~13  (3  [Excluding  re- 

notifications) 

(b)  Other  Varieties.  3  1  (Bxcluding  re- 

notif ications) 

ilany  of  these  cases  have  received  treatment 
either  at  the  Ring  Ddward  VII.  Sanatorium,  Harwich,  or  at 
Bramcote.  Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  as  required 

and  the  houses  and  bedding  disinfected. 


(2)  ^carlet  Bever.  -  36  cases  (3  less  than  in  1924). 

(30)  . 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Parish  of 
Holy  Trinity  Vithout,  and  were,  for  the  most  part,  of  a 
mild  character.  In  all  cases  the  bedding  and  houses 
were  disinfected,  and  most  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
the  City  Hospital  for  Isolation  and  Treatment. 


(3)  Gmail -Pox. 


O 

» -> 


Cases . 


Both  cases  occurred  at  the  Vhitley  Boys’  Home 
towards  the  end  of  January  1925.  These  cases  were 
immediately  removed  to  the  Pinley  Gmall-Pox  Hospital  and 
all  the  lcnown  contacts  vaccinated  within  43  hours.  Ifo 
further  cases  of  3raall-3?ox  have  occurred  in  the  District. 


(4)  Opthalmia  Ileonatorium. 


C  Cl  Ij  0  *3  • 


v  0) 


(6) 

(7) 


(o) 

(9) 


(lOj 


One  cuue  treated  at  the  Infirmary,  London  Load, 
Coventry,  the  other  by  a  private  iTedical 
I ractitioner . 


1  case  (Influenzal). 

2  cases. 


Pneumonia, 
erysipelas. 

Diphtheria.  -  8  cases. 

7  of  these  cases  occurred  in  Holy  Trinity  Without 
Each  case  visited  personally  and  arrangement  made 
for  isolation  and  disinfection, 
removed  to  Hospital. 


1  case  in  At.  ..ichael 
Vi thout . 


Encephalitis  L  e  t ha  r  g  i  c  a 
Chicken-Pox.  --  55  cases. 

This  disease  is  still  notifiable  within  the 
District.  Luring  the  previous  year  there  were 
42  Case s  repo r ted. 

Puerpural  hepsis. 


L o  cases  reported  during  1925 


The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  notifi¬ 
cations  of  Infectious  Disease  is  principally  due  to 
Chicken-Pox  being  notifiable.  When  one  deducts  55 
notifications  of  Chichen-i'ox  and  56  of  Ccarlet  Lever, 
the  percentage  of  other  diseases  is  by  no  means  high. 


(1) 


General  Provision  of  Health  services  in  the  Area. 
,'uberculosis . 


There  is  no  Hospital  or 
sanatorium  in  the  District,  but  patients  attend  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  the  City  of  Coventry,  and  may 
be  treated  at  either  the  Ling  Edward  VII  Sanatorium, 

Hear  Carv/icl:,  or  at  the  Lraocote  sanatorium. 

( 2 )  liaternity. 

Patients  can  muLe  arrangements 
with  the  authorities  of  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  or  the  Gulson  Load  Hospital,  Coventry,  where 
beds  arc  available. 

(o)  Children. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Holbrook 
Lane  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  This  centre  is  thoroughly 
a}jpreciated  by  the  residents  of  Holy  Trinity  without. 

(4)  Lever. 

Ho  Hospital  in  District,  but 
agreement  with  County  Borough  of  Coventry,  whereby  cases 
of  scarlet  Lever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated.  The  cases 
are  removed  by  the  ambulance  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Dy  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  one’ll,  medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Coventry,  supplies  of  anti- diphtheric 
serum  may  be  obtained  from  this  Hospital.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  with  Dr.  Wright,  Pathologist  at  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  for  the  examination 
o  f  swab s . 

(5)  Email -Pox. 

Ho  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
District,  but  an  agreement  with  the  City  oi  Coventry  to 
the  effect  that  cases  may  be  dealt  with  at  their 
Hospital  at  Pinley. 
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(<>)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  are  250  beds  at 

the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  which  are 
available  for  the  residents  of  Coventry  and  District, 
and  aoout  o5o  beds  at  the  Oul son  moad  Hospital  (xJoor 
ljQ-v«r)  .  The  accommodation  in  both  these  Institutions 

is  taxed  to  the  uttermost,  although  the  congestion  at 
the  latter  has  been  somewhat  relieved  by  the  opening 
ox  a  special  .oiock  oi  loo  i or  »>ick  Children* 


are  provided  by  City  of  Coventry , 


nbulance  facilitiei 


Housing . 


The  general  housing  conditions  in  the 
District  are  inadequate  for  the  Population,  and  in  many 
instances  more  than  one  family  occupy  a  3- roomed  duell¬ 
ing.  Many  have  erected  temporary  bungalows  on  the 
alder mo or  Estate,  in  the  Parish  of  bt.  Hichael  without, 
but  the  water  supply  on  this  estate  is  limited  and  not 
recommended  for  drinking  purposes. 


1  am  given  to  understand  that  extensive 
building  schemes  are  being  undertaken  by  the  Council  of 
the  City  of  Coventry,  in  the  hope  of  relieving  the 
dearth  of  houses  in  the  locality,  but  it  will  be  cone 
time  before  conditions  are  ameliorated. 
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housing  Conditions . 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 

General  btati sties . 

Area  .  1839  Acres. 

Population  ...  6459. 

Lumber  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  1248. 

Humber  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  1266. 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  .035,451.  10.  0 

bum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  H132.  12.  4 

Ih  UbIP.G . 

Lumber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : - 

(a)  Total  . .  18 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  bcheme  . .  none 

(c)  hostels  converted  into  dwelling  houses  ..  none 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 


Inspection  -  (l)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses 
inspected  for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  H 
Housing  .Vets;  .  .  60 


(2)  Humber  of  Dwelling 
and  recorded  under  the 
District)  Regulations, 


Houses  which  were  inspected 
Housing  (Inspection  of 
1910  . .  56 


(o)  Lumber  of  Dv/elling  Houses  found  to  be 
so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  . .  Hone 


in  a  state 
human 


..  . 

* 


. 


. 


■ 


. 


. 


: 


. 

. 
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(4)  Humber  of  milling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 
rei erred  to  under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  m  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ..  Hone. 

°“  defects  v/itlxout  formal  Hotice. 


uumber  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  for 
habitation,  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
bocal  authority  or  tlieir  Officers  .  .  5 

3-  /action  under  0 tu tutor v  Powers. 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Lection  28  of  the  Housing 
"own  Hanning,  &c .  Act,  1919  ..  hone 

(l;  Lumber  oi  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 


5 


notices  were  served  requiring  repair 

(.2)  Lumber  of  Celling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  - 
; a;  By  owners  ..  5 

,b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  Hone 

(cj  number  oi  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  . .  Lone 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1. 1 )  .Lumber  of  Dwelling  .souses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  weie  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

.  .  4 

( <. /  number  oi  Dwelling  .louse s  in  which  defects  were 
remedied: - 

(a)  By  owners  . .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  ..  Hone 

C.  Proceedings  under  Lection  17  ana  18  of  the  Housin'* 

and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919.  ° 

(l)  number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 
tile  making  of  Closing  Orders  ..  Hone. 


(2)  number  of  Dwelling  ileuses  in  respect  of  which 

Hone 


Closing  Orders  were  made 


(o)  Lumber  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwellings 
having  been  rendered  fit  . .  . .  Hone 

v  •': )  Lumber  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demo.L.L  vion  Orders  were  made  .  .  Hone 

(b)  number  oi  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders..  Hone 
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f0jr  oilt  supply  and  distr ibution 
oj.  a  ilk  m  the  district  are  most  excellent:  and  the 
quality  is  of  a  very  high  standard. 

.  ■‘•l0  9auae  has  arisen  for  taking  action  either 

in  regard  to  'tuberculous  Li  lk  or  tuberculous  Cattle. 

......  I]o  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  oale  of 

mill.  undei  special  designations. 

y°  reiusal  or  revocation  of  licences  has  taken 
place  during  the  year,  and  nothing  lias  occurred  to  make 
necessary  the  Bacteriological  Axamination  of  any  of  the 
4i lk  retailed  in  the  District. 


ihe  inspection  of  the  Lieat  .shops  has  always 
shewn  the  heat  exposed  for  sale  to  be  of  first  rate 
quality,  the  premises  kept  clean  and  veil  conducted 

tliUo  giving  no  cause  for  action  to  be  taken  in  resnect 
of  any  of  these  1 

-here  are  no  Public  daughter  Houses  in  the 

District. 

DAKCHId . 


.The  Public  Bakeries  are  quite  up-to-date  in 
tjieir  equipment  and  sanitary  arrangements,  and  call  for 
no  special  comments;  also 

^.<o  unsound  or  unwholesome  food  has  come  under 
our  notice. 

v»  a*~  s  r~rrw.  -mT-rm 
Oi  J-hi  l-l  1 14  \  * 

xo  complaints  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
dkiikk  Alii;  OCCUPATIOHL  UUDIB:  COITTIIOL. 

Ho  offensive  Trades  in  the  District,  and 

Ho  Registered  Lodging  Houses. 

OTHLH  hid!  IT  ARY  COIDITIOHL  . 

Hothing  special  under  this  heading. 

cCHOOLL . 

l!o  Public  schools  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Council. 

PJL  iQVAL  OP  HOUAl  KLPULL  . 

done  principally  by  contract  with  the 
Coventry  Urban  Authority,  except  in  some  of  the  remote 
paits  of  Hie  Area;  i.e.,  among  the  Bungalov/s,  etc.,,  where 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Local  Carters  to 
perform  the  Service. 

*  i  rrr-  t  <  r  l  nvpr  V 

.  inis  is  nov;  largely  supplied  by  the  Coventry 
corporation^  as  i  ar  as  their  mains  extend,  but  beyond  these 
the  supply  for  the  farms  and  c  jttae.es  on  the  Aide  moor 
^.staoe  at  iinley,  is  still  derived  from  Pells,  which  yield 
an  adequate  supply  of  Later. 

j.he  inhabitants  of  the  moke  Aldermoor  Lstate 
have  sunk  a  well,  but  the  supply  is  not  very  satisfactory. 

RIVLRL  AHI)  CTTULUUJ. 


klie  Rivers  and  streams  flowing  through  the 
District,  are,  generally  speaking,  free  from  polluti 
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A  laI’2e  part  of  the  area  in  both  bt.  l.ichael 
without  and  noly  Trinity  Without,  is  now  dealt  with  by 
the  City  of  Coventry  Authorities . 

J-n  tno  hural  Area,  where  the  Urban  bvsten  does 
not  touch,  the  bewerage  is  still  dealt  with  on"  the  old 
principle  oi  Privy  and  Closet,  no s t  of  the  latter  being  on 
tne  bucxet  and  dry  earth  plan.  bone  of  the  Privies- 
have  already  been  converted  to  the  dry  earth  eye ten  and 
o there  are  in  contemplation,  00  that  in  course”  of  tine’** 
the  A eh  Pits  and  Privies  will  be  entirely  done  away  with. 

As  regards  House  Drainage,  this  is  chiefly 
deal  c  situ  bjy  outxall  into  a  bank  or  sunphole,  these 
being  cieanea  out  at  intervals  and  the  sludge  buried  in 
the  Gardens  attached  to  the  Cottages  (providing  the 
Cu<r  cien  s  are  no  o  tahen  away  iron  the  houses)  ,  this  bye  ten 
although  1 ai  iron  peri ection,  is  iairly  successful  fron 
a  ban it ary  point  of  view. 

Total  Humber  of  Ash  Pits  . .  1C 

Total  Humber  of  Closets 

of  all  Types . 90  (approx.) 

These  are  constantly  being  added  to  by  the  erection  of 
new  Houses,  Bungalows,  etc. 


The  general  health  of  the  Area  has  been  quite 
satisfactory,  and  the  houses  are  for  the  most  part  clean 
and  well  nept.  Conditions  at  Colony  and  Corporation 
and  Whitmore  Pari:  Cottages  are  by  no  means  ideal,  but  the 
landlords  (the  Coventry  City  Council)  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  zo  improve  the  A state,  although  they  are 
hampered  oy  tne  financial  restrictions  attached  to  an 
assisted  Ho  us ing  b cheme . 

-dll  factories  and  Workshops  within  the  Area 
have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  have  been  found  to 
be  well  ventilated  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitation. 

Health  Visitors  and  ilidwives  have  carried  out 
their  duties  most  zealously. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


(  igned) 


V.  P.  Llford* 


'  '  ,  ,v. 


.  ' 


... 


: 


. 


. 


■ 

. 


. 


